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Optimism, Open-mind
"EASY” Wins All
- James Lin

James Lin is a household name in Toronto’s Chinese community.
Since the 1980s he has been well established in Chinese media -
leaving his mark in every meaningful or influential event, no matter
how major or minor. Senator Victor Oh likes to introduce James
outside the Chinese community by saying “ James knows half the

Chinese community, and the other half knows James.”

First Chinese Journalist

Born in 1951, James worked for 3 years as a reporter in Taiwan after
graduating from the Journalism program at the Taiwan Chinese
Culture University. During that time, he interviewed notable figures
including Lee Teng-Hui and Chiang Ching-Kuo. At an event
attended by Chiang Ching-Kuo, James positioned himself in the
front of the crowd to take photographs and Chiang’s security staff
slapped his camera out of his hands. This was witnessed by Chiang
who made a point of apologizing right away to James. Even some 40

years later, James still remembers this vividly.
Many people assume that James only became a photojournalist after
he graduated from the print photography program at George Brown

College in Toronto. In fact, photography and videography have
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been practiced for a long time in his family. James’ father was head
of the Drama program at the National Taiwan University of Arts.
Renowned film director, Ang Lee, was a student of his. As were
internationally acclaimed actress Gua Ah-Leh and film director,
screenwriter, actor Hou Hsiao-Hsien. Under his father’s influence,
James learned to use many types of cameras from a young age,

laying the foundation for his artistry in writing and photography.

When he first arrived in Canada, James joined World Journal where
he worked as head of reporting, public relations director, and in
other positions. At the time, the Chinese press typically translated
mainstream news stories instead of doing first hand reporting. James
was the first journalist in Chinese media to report from location.
Because there was no internet or online reporting, reporting was all
done on location. “Grabbing a jacket and the camera and go” was

his day-to-day routine. Often he would wait at police stations, at the

ready to cover news related to the Chinese community.

Chinese Community “Living Dictionary”

James said “Community news is the most enjoyable to cover - all
you need is when, where, what. There’s no secret to it, just diligence
and speed. Going to the scenes, developing your network so you
get the tips.” Easier said than done. For James, there was no day

or night, no location he wouldn't cover, even getting beat up by
gangsters one time . Covering the news, James met people from all

walks of life, these are the people who would provide him with leads
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and story content.

There was a murder case about thirty years ago that shocked

the whole country. The victim had attended a community event

a week before her disappearance. James happened to cover the

event and had taken some of her photos, which he would share

with mainstream media. Later, when the police began to home in

on the victim’s sister’s boyfriend as the chief suspect, James was
away in Taiwan. But he could sense a big development brewing.

So he gathered all his information and materials to share with

his colleagues in Toronto, and alerted them to follow the police
investigation. This case raised James’ profile in the mainstream media

community significantly.

Diligence and dedication not only netted James a treasure trove
of quality news stories, they have made him a “living dictionary”.
James has witnessed the many changes in Chinatown, and the
development of many community organizations. He knows the
ins and outs of community events, and he is familiar with Chinese
community notable figures. In later years, when James attended
an event, he could spot the “heavy weights” at the event before
organizers even made introductions. He was able to file his story

with photos even before the event had concluded.

Passion for the Bigger Good, Giving Back to the Community

James recalls that the most unforgettable figure, also the most
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influential for him, that he has interviewed is “Mama Lu”. Ms.
Helen Lu was known as the Volunteer of volunteers. She was also
an immigrant from Taiwan, James had met her early on. Whenever
she had a fundraising event to promote, she would "harass” the
media. Though James complained that she was “bothersome” he was
deeply impressed by her spirit of giving back. He still recalls how
“Mama Lu” continued to work on fundraising for Yee Hong Centre

in 2013 in her last days in the hospital with terminal cancer.

“Mama Lu” was a Chinese Canadian Legands Award (CCLA)
recipient in 2000, the first year that the Chinese Canadian Legend
Award was established. Some years back when friends wanted to
nominate James, he would decline because he felt he could not
compare to “Mama Lu”. He felt he needed to do more. Truth is,
James has been contributing to the community. He leverages his
skills and connections to help promote many charity events, to
profile and support Chinese Canadians, to foster integration of
the Chinese community into mainstream society, and to enhance
the influence of the Chinese community. He has also generously
donated to organizations like Yee Hong Foundation, Mon
Sheong Foundation and Carefirst Seniors & Community Services

Association.

James has been recognized for his contributions with various awards
including the Queen Elizabeth Silver Jubilee medal, the 7th annual
Kathleen Wynne Community Service Award and a Community

Service Award during Covid. When he was nominated again for the
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CCLA this year, James finally accepted.

He said that of all the awards given out in the Chinese community,
the CCLA is the one he most cherishes because the rigorous
selection process makes it that much more meaningful. He is most
pleased and proud to receive this award, partly as recognition for his
community services over the years, and partly as an opportunity to

share his experiences and insights over the past almost fifty years.

Elevating the Chinese Media

Over the years, James has mentored, trained and managed over 200
media professionals. In recent years, as the industry changes, many
join the profession without formal training, resulting in a worrisome
inconsistency in qualifications and work ethics. James is deeply
concerned and works hard in improving the caliber of the profession

while fostering a healthy competitive culture.

In 2022, the Canadian Multicultural Media Confederation gave
James the Excellent Journalist Award. In his acceptance speech,
James stated that he wanted to take the opportunity to reflect on the
profession. He spoke about balanced reporting and the importance
of critically evaluating sources. As well, he reflected on the problem

of plagiarism among some of his Chinese media colleagues.

When covering events, some individuals would hog a prime spot for

their own convenience in taking photos, but block the view for other
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reporters or even the audience. Or older reporters would flex their
seniority at the expense of younger reporters. When James sees these
he would speak out for justice. He thinks it’s an occupational hazard
- fighting against injustice. He’s not afraid of offending others. He
agrees with Master Hsing Yun who says fighting for justice is a

good deed, and good deeds will bring good rewards.

Optimism, Open-mind-"EASY” Wins All

In 2016, as traditional journalism was replaced by new media
including social media, World Journal (“World”) where James had
worked for over 30 years ended publication. James jokingly said “I
may have left the “World” but I'm still in this world. I'm doing well,

hope we will all do more good deeds.”

James then joined Easy Marketing as its vice president and easyca.ca
as its editor-in-chief. Under James’ leadership, easyca.ca has excelled

and topped the list of global interactive websites in 2022.

Four years ago, James had surgery to clear a blockage in his heart.

Now he jokes that he is a truly open-hearted person, living each day
with a happy, open heart. James adds “each person’s main job is to be
happy, and to help others so they are happy. When everyone around

us is happy, the world is a better place.”
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