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Tireless Charity Work Powered by Love
- David Leung

From studying abroad to helping impoverished children’s education
post-retirement, David Leung has travelled to many countries in his
life. A poor under-developed mountainous region in China tugs at
his heart the most, when David became one of the pioneers to help
AIDS orphans with getting an education. In the process, he has also
witnessed tremendous progress in China. Injuries and illness did not
discourage him. David says that the most satisfying part is seeing
the great improvement in Liang Shan’s educational strategy and

standards in the past almost two decades.

David Leung was born in 1948 in Hong Kong. He has four siblings
and grew up in a stable home environment and enjoyed a
good education. That was where the seeds of love were firmly

embedded in his soul.
Hard Work - Foundation for Success

When 26 year-old David first arrived in Canada in 1974, he
struggled to land a warehouse job. While working full time, he
studied computer science and accounting at night for two years.
When his employer purchased a computer and needed someone to
operate and care for it, David saw his opportunity and offered his

services. This began his information technology career.
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As he gained skills and work experience, David continued to
develop and grow in his profession, becoming a computer analyst
for a software company. After 12 years, David was the vice president
responsible for software development and client support, working
10-12 hours a day. With the team’s good performance, the company
grew from an eight-person start up to an organization with over 200

employees.

Later, David partnered with several colleagues to form their

own software company, specializing in construction and service
industry accounting software.Running a business required more
than technical knowledge, overall management of the business
brought tremendous pressure. Fortunately David and his team
enjoyed a good reputation, gaining more and more clients’ trust. The
company did so well that it was acquired by a larger competitor, thus

concluding David’s professional work life.

Nurturing Youth - Integrating charity Work into his Hobbies

Music and photography are two of David’s great loves. Integrating

charity work into his hobbies is a key motivator for him.

David has played piano from a young age and his love for music
has been a constant. Since joining the Ontario Chinese Music
Association in the 1980s, he became its volunteer general manager
and has produced and organized numerous Toronto Chinese Choir
activities to promote Chinese music and profile musical talents to

the community.
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For more than ten years, David has been a key concert producer

for the association. Over the years, many top Chinese musicians
including Fou Tsong, Liu Shikun, Yin Cheng Zong, Hsu Fei

Ping, Liang Ning, Lu Siging were invited to perform in Toronto.
Most notably, at the 33rd international “Asia and North America
Conference” in 1990, David produced 3 Chinese music concerts that
garnered much media attention, including an exclusive interview

by Hong Kong Ming Pao to discuss his experience. From 1984 to
1992, the Ontario Chinese Music Association profiled 50-60 young

musicians to help launch their performing careers.

Transforming a Generation in Liangshan as a member of Fu Hui

When David retired in 2005, he turned his attention to charity work

full time.

When David went to Liangshan in Sichuan, China with leaders

of the Fu Hui Education Foundation, he couldn’t hold back his
tears. The mountainous area was so poor and so backward. Most
heartbreaking was the number of orphans and girls who were not in
school, with no promising future to look forward to. He wanted to
help them go to school, change their lives, so he joined Fu Hui to

begin the education aid journey in Sichuan.

At the time, the region did not lack schools, but it lacked students.
'The Yi ethnic minority families were not interested in education,
especially the parents of girls and guardians of orphans. They
preferred to send the children to work. So Fu Hui volunteers did
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home visits to persuade these children’s families.

'These home visits were particularly challenging. The families lived in
dispersed mountainous areas, often requiring many hours of travel
on foot over rugged terrains. David’s sincerity paid off, and families

agreed to send their children to school.

David said he was used to making donations to help, but cash
donations alone would not be effective. The children also needed
encouragement and care. So every year, David made trips to Liang
Shan to visit the children. As one of the poorest areas in China,
Liang Shan did not receive much support at the time. Fu Hui was
one of only a handful of organizations supporting these orphans’
education. As Fu Hui’s vice president and key visiting team member,
David visited twice annually with a group of volunteers. In addition,
he coordinated field trips, home visits and other activities for the
students, visiting the region over 30 times in 18 years, at his own

expense.

Painful Graduation

As difficult as the terrain was, David never expected to get hurt in

Liangshan.

Early morning of graduation day for the girls in 2012, David had
a tumble. Though he managed to pick himself up, his back was in
severe pain. But he still attended the graduation ceremony; to see

each graduate’s beaming face was extremely gratifying. When the
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pain persisted he was taken to the hospital. Those two hours in the
car driving over bumpy roads was excruciating. At the hospital he
found out he had fractured his ribs which required a four day stay in
the hospital and a rather lengthy recovery period.

In another year, David fainted as he arrived in Hong Kong from
Liangshan. He was diagnosed with an ulcer caused by helicobacter
pylori bacteria from contaminated water in Liang Shan. That time

he was in hospital for 3 days.

Despite injuries and illness, David said he never felt any hardship.
More importantly, even though his family was concerned about his
well being they were always supportive of his volunteer work. His

wife even accompanied him to Liangshan on three trips.

Precious Liangshan Photographic Memories

As Fu Hui’s “official” photographer, David has documented his
many journeys deep into the mountainous, impoverished areas
with his camera. He has painstakingly cataloged them. All Fu
Hui activities have been captured by David who has chronicled
Fu Hui’s education aid experience in over one hundred thousand

photographs.

As the number of students receiving aid increased, David took on
the responsibility of documenting achievements of the graduates.
He built a database of the latest updates and photographs of over

ten thousand students, readily retrievable by Fu Hui colleagues.
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David loves the students, and he loves photography. Whenever
students expressed an interest in photography, he was quick

to support their interest. He brought cameras on his visits so
students could practice with them. And he patiently mentored

them to capture memorable moments in their lives. In his regular
interactions with the students, David paid close attention to what
the students needed and always made sure he would bring the items
with him on his visits. His sincere and deep concern for the students

was reciprocated, making him a beloved Uncle Leung.

David said that in the almost twenty years working with Fu Hui,
he is most gratified to see the exceptional progress in Liang Shan’s
educational strategy and standards and the country’s poverty
alleviation program that has improved standard of living in the
region. Today’s Liang Shan is very different from that of eighteen

years ago.

Currently, Fu Hui has shifted focus to Indigenous communities
in Canada, helping with establishing school libraries, and creating

scholarships for outstanding students.

Besides Fu Hui, David is involved in many other charitable activities
in the community. He gives generously of his time and money
but he doesn't like to talk about that. He exemplifies beneficence

through his actions and kindness.
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