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Lenny Wong

Through Good Times and Bad, A Ray of Light to Care
for the Community and Brighten Up Life

He arrived in Canada over forty years ago as a refugee, beginning at entry
level jobs, and becoming the President of Ocean Packers Inc., a successful
business that he started on his own. With a passion for helping overseas
Chinese and the community, Lenny Wong garnered multiple awards,
including the Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship, with his achievement
and contribution to the community. How he broke through the barriers of
education and socio-economic constraints to achieve success may well be a

blueprint for success for other Canadian immigrants.

Lenny is not embarrassed by his childhood nor does he shy away
from discussing the hardships he endured. At the age of twelve he
had to run from war torn Cambodia and became a stateless refugee.
For him, many of the details are still vivid, the journey having
taught him many invaluable life lessons, which motivate him to

keep striving for a better tomorrow for himself and society.

Lenny Wong was born in Cambodia, a third-generation Chinese
immigrant from Chao Chow. He jokes that entrepreneurship runs
in his blood - his father and grandfather were both businessmen.
He has always wanted to be in business but the Khmer Rouge
genocide in 1975 forced his family to leave the country, landing first

in Vietnam, then France. By his teens he had already experienced
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all kinds of hardships from war, starvation to racial discrimination.
But hardship did not deter Lenny - nothing could stop him from

pursuing his life’s ideals.

Accepting Fate, Creating Destiny

In 1980, eighteen year old Lenny came to Canada as a refugee,
settling in Regina with his family. Six months later, he left for

Toronto to look for better opportunities before reuniting his family.

Since he left school early, all he knew was simple English and
French that he learned from an American teacher in Cambodia. He
wanted more education, maybe even university, but as the eldest son

he had to support his family.

Based on his education and background, his only assets were his
hands and his physical strength. He got work in delivery, food
service and the like, sometimes working three different jobs at once.
Work, sleep and more work. Life for this twenty-something was far

from partying and youthful high jinks.

Yet, his goal was predetermined, he never forgot his business
aspirations, and waited for an opportunity to get out of a lifetime
of manual labour. Or rather, he created his own opportunity - he
began developing his network and credibility, researching, reading

and saving money to start a business.

He was building a foundation for success. He came to appreciate the
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way of life and success: self constraints, generosity towards others,
not afraid to give in, never be petty but always keep in mind the
bottom line and principles. Also, one needs to have perseverance,
determination, dedication, and follow through; not give up easily,
and not be afraid of setbacks. And there needs to be a plan, good
preparation. This may sound like common sense, but it’s easier said
than done. To see it through could well mean the stuff of legends,

as Lenny exemplifies.

Lenny seized an opportunity while working at a restaurant in 1983.
When he learned about the rising costs of seafood, he started to
look for suppliers of quality but reasonably priced seafood. When
he found one in the southern United States, he went in person to
meet with them, riding over 10 hours to get there on a GreyHound
bus because money was tight. And perhaps it was this earnestness
that impressed the company, which gave him a distributor deal,
followed by his establishment of Ocean Packers. At first it was a
one-man show, and he had to overcome all kinds of problems. But
he persevered and the business gradually grew. Today it is one of
the largest frozen seafood companies in Canada, encompassing
farming, production, processing and distribution. There are also
processing plants all over the world, and partnerships with suppliers

and retail businesses to form a big production and sales network.

Helping as a Comrade Championing for a Common Cause
Lenny has never forgotten to help others since he started his
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own business, especially when it comes to meeting the needs of
the Chinese community. He said he wasn’t really inspired by

any specific great individuals but felt a lifelong calling to help.
Even when he didn’t have much, he was happy to share what

he had. Besides, based on his own early experiences and seeing
discrimination and inequities against Chinese, he feels that it is his

duty to society to lend a helping hand.

Looking back at his community work, Lenny started with
organizations associated with his home town Chao Chow. He has
been an active member of the Ontario Chao Chow Association
for many years, was President for over ten years, and is now a
lifetime honorary President. The association’s main mandate is to
promote Chinese culture, unite Chao Chow villagers and serve
the community. It also leverages the Chao Chow spirit of hard
work, generosity and integrity to raise funds to help charitable
organizations and disaster relief around the world. It was also the

first Chinese community organization to set up scholarships.

Today, Lenny participates in over ten organizations, including
Vietnamese Cambodian Laotian Community Services Association
(Honorary Life President), Forpeople Community Support
Association (Honorary Life President), Toronto Hong Kong
Lions Club (President, 2019-2021), Chinese Cultural Centre Of
Greater Toronto (Honorary Advisor), Alpha Education (Honorary
Advisor), Yee Hong Community Wellness Foundation (Honorary
Advisor), Mon Sheong Foundation (Honorary Governor), Support

Enhance Access Service Centre (Board Director of Foundation) and
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Toronto Police Service Chinese Advisory Council (Consultant).

In July 2022, the Cambodian government’s Ministry of Commerce
formally established its Canadian Cambodian Chamber of
Commerce and Lenny Wong was appointed its inaugural president,
with a mandate and endorsement by Prime Minister Hun Sen of
Cambodia. Its objective is to promote Cambodian and Canadian

trade, culture and business opportunities.

From these community connections it is clear that Lenny cares
about services for diverse cultures, sectors, backgrounds and
different ages, while he also supports organizations that are focused

on Chinese history, culture, and rights.

He is open about feeling a bond with Canada having lived here for
so many years. His biggest wish and motivation is for mainstream
Canada to value the Chinese community, acknowledge their
contribution and sacrifice, and to listen to the Chinese voice as a
part of Canada. He wishes to be a supporter behind the scenes, he
has no interest in politics although he supports Chinese politicians
at all levels of government. He does so by first understanding their
political platforms and work, then advocating for them to be guided

by the greater good of the people.

Lenny’s low key approach is seen in his quiet philanthropy, never
hesitating to support community groups, charitable organizations

and health care institutions in need.

In April 2020, in the early days of Covid when health care had a

108



fata4d 4 2022

severe shortage of medical masks, Lenny stepped up, responding to
Dr. Joseph Wong’s campaign to Stop Covid-19 by raising money
for the first shipment of 200,000 medical masks. As one of the key
organizers, Lenny went to Pearson Airport in the evening the masks
arrived and worked all night to clear customs and prepare the masks
for distribution, to ensure that frontline medical personnel could get

these masks promptly.

In the past 20 years, Lenny’s contributions have earned him
numerous awards and recognition including the Ontario Medal

for Good Citizenship (2003-2005), the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Medal (2012), The Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II Medal
(2022), 150 Anniversary Canada Day Achievement Award (2017),
Outstanding Asian Canadian Award (2018), Toronto Police Service
Outstanding 20 Years Community Service Award (2022), Canada
Outstanding Contributions to Communities Award (2010) and 20

years Volunteer Service Awards (2020).

Lenny recalls that he first donated to World Vision to help children
of developing countries. Now he hopes that his next step in life
planning is to return to helping people with the principle of no
borders, whether it’s the Canadian Chinese community, mainstream
society, or needy groups around the world. He would like to reach
out to help in ways he can by working together with others and be a

role model for the next generation.
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