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Dr Robert Lee away at the age of 104.

Bob’s father had a strong commitment to serve the community.

Born in Vancouver, British Columbia in 1933, Robert (Bob) Lee is He led the fund-raising and re-construction projects of Vancouver
a second generation Chinese Canadian whose generosity has Chinese Public School and also donated to many causes in
touched the lives of many. A visionary and a philanthropist, Bob has Chinatown. From him, Bob learned the traditional Confucian
dedicated much of his time, expertise and resources to building a values of humility, honesty, hard work and social duty. These values
better future for British Columbians and Canadians. He graduated are deeply ingrained in him and have had a significant impact on
from the University of British Columbia(UBC) in 1956, and since then his life. Despite not having a lot of money to spare in the early

has devoted a significant amount of his time to give back to his alma years, the family sent money back to their ancestral village in China
mater. throughout their lives.

Bob spent his childhood growing up in Vancouver’s Chinatown. Snippets of Bob's childhood was captured in a historical project
His father, Ronald Bick Lee, immigrated to Canada in 1911 from led by UBC historian Henry Yu: “Chinese Canadian Stories:
Toisan, Guangdong, China. First landed in Victoria, BC, working Uncommon Histories from a Common Past.” In a video, Bob

as a dishwasher, Bick moved to Vancouver in 1916 and worked tells how his father worked days in a greenhouse and nights at a

in a restaurant and later an import company. By 1921, Bick Lee restaurant before owning a store. “We saw our dad for two hours a
had accumulated enough resources and experience to found his week for 12 years,” Bob says. “I never went for a haircut until I was
own import/export business that later became one of the leading 18 because he cut our hair with a rice bowl.”

importers of Asian goods in Canada. ) )
When Bob was young, he was not an exceptional student. Fairly

Bick Lee was married to a girl called Gin King Choon from a early on, Bob took an interest in the real estate market and discussed
village near his own when he went back to China in 1914. It was his ideas with his father, and his desire to start a business on his

a pre-arranged marriage. Because of the immigration restrictions own. He pulled up his grades and was accepted by the University
in Canada at that time, she did not get to immigrate to Canada of British Columbia, graduating in 1956 with a Bachelor of

till 1928. The couple had seven children altogether. Bick Lee Commerce degree.

was committed to supporting and helping his own and his wife’s

After graduating from UBC, Bob worked for his father initially but
extended families in Mainland China and Hong Kong. He passed
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soon ventured out on his own and founded a successful real estate
business, building a strong real estate presence on the Canadian

West coast and the United States.

In the 1960s, riots and fear of a Communist China over take

in Hong Kong spurred many wealthy Hong Kong Chinese to
Vancouver. Many of these prospective investors were referred to
Bob because he spoke Cantonese. “I thanked my father for making
me go to Chinese school for 12 years,” Bob once said. “The first
building I sold was the biggest apartment building in the West End,;
it had 263 suites,” he was quoted in the May 2014 Trek Magazine.
“I showed my father my commission cheque. It was ten times my

annual salary, and he said, “You are in the right business.”

In 1966, he co-founded Wall Financial Corporation, and in 1979
branched out on his own to found Prospero International Realty
Inc., investing in a diverse portfolio of real estate, including

commercial and industrial properties.

Bob was devoted to his alma mater and spent a significant amount
of time and resources giving back to the university. He served on
the UBC Board of Governors from 1984 to 1990, and was elected
chancellor in 1993. He was also chair of the UBC Foundation, and
honorary chair of UBC’s ‘start an evolution’ campaign which raised
more than $1.6 billion and engaged 130,000 alumni in support of
transformative education, groundbreaking research and community
education. In 2006 UBC established the Robert H. Lee Graduate

School at the Sauder School of Business in recognition of Bob and
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his family’s contribution to support graduate business education,
and the university named the Robert H. Lee Alumni Centre, which

opened in 2015, in his honour.

The greatest of Bob’s many contributions to UBC, and the one of
which he is most proud, is the creation of UBC Properties Trust,
which he founded in 1988 and where he served as chairman until
2011, and now serves as Chairman Emeritus. The trust was the
first in North America to start development of market housing
on a university campus on leased land, allowing UBC to maintain
ownership of the land while providing a source of external revenue
to secure the university’s future. As Founding Chair of the UBC
Real Estate Corporation from inception, he was responsible for
developing five hundred acres of the university’s endowment
lands, which has generated over $1.6 billion on leased land for
endowment, and a projected $4 billion dollars in perpetuity. Bob’s
vision has inspired similar projects at universities everywhere,
making this one of the most influential ideas for bolstering

education funding around the world.

Opver the years, Bob has contributed significantly to the city of
Vancouver and the province of British Columbia, and has had an
impact on the lives of many. He has set the bar for community
involvement through tireless commitment to many organizations,
including the Robert & Lily Lee Family Community Health
Centre and the VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation. The Robert
Lee YMCA in downtown Vancouver carries his name due to his

generosity and strong belief in the organization. Bob himself was
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a member of the YMCA for over 45 years. In 2017, Bob became
the honorary Chair of YMCA’s What Really Matters $140 million
capital campaign to serve 200,000 more people by creating four
new centres of community in Surrey, Vancouver, Coquitlam, and
Chilliwack. Bob is past director of numerous companies, the

most notable being Wall Financial Corporation, B.C. Telephone
Co. (Telus), Crown Life Insurance Corp., and CN Railway.
Additionally, he is a past trustee of Bank of British Columbia, and
past director of the Real Estate Institute of Canada, Vancouver
Foundation, B.C. Paraplegic Foundation and of the Port Authority

of Vancouver.

Bob’s dedication to his community has been recognized on many
occasions. He was awarded the Order of Canada in 1999 and the
Order of British Columbia in 1990. In 1990 he was also named
Businessman of the Year. This honour was bestowed on him by a
panel of Chinese-Canadian businessmen and the Vancouver Board
of Trade. In 1996, UBC awarded Bob an Honorary Doctorate of
Laws. Bob also received numerous awards over the years from a
variety of organizations. He received the 2008 Pacific Lifetime
Achievement Award from Ernest & Young, and in 2010 was
inducted into the Business Laureates of British Columbia Hall of

Fame.

Bob credits his wife Lily with holding the family together and
managing a tight budget through the lean years. They have four
children. In two generations, they have gone from being penniless

to creating a family dynasty and a legend. Passing on the traditional
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Confucian values of modesty, industriousness and social duty
through generations, the Lee family has risen up to overcome
challenges, and make a difference to Canada and the world, making

it a better place to live.
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